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René FREYTAG leads the IKI Interface Programme in the Philippines, supporting 

national partners in implementing the country’s Nationally Determined Contribution 

(NDC). His work focuses on climate finance, just energy transition, low-carbon 

transport, and fostering whole-of-government and whole-of-society approaches. He 

works closely with government agencies, civil society, and international partners to 

advance implementation at both national and subnational levels.

He previously advised the European Commission’s flagship G20 Climate Diplomacy 

Programme: Strategic Partnerships for the Implementation of the Paris Agreement, 

where he led bilateral cooperation with South Africa, Indonesia, China, India, and 

South Korea - supporting policy development on just transition, renewable energy, 

sustainable finance, and long-term climate strategies.

He served as a negotiator on the German delegation to the UNFCCC, representing the 

EU in negotiations on climate technology and capacity building. Earlier in his career, he 

held advisory roles with UNEP, UNESCO, and the Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI), 

helping align national priorities with international cooperation frameworks.

René brings a global perspective shaped by work across Asia, Africa, and Europe, 

with practical experience translating policy into action.

Career History

René Freytag
Chief Advisor

GIZ Philippines

Speaker
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